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Each year on the 24th March, the global community stands together to cele-
brate the progress made by individuals and institutions all around the world 

that contribute to the continual fight against tuberculosis. This year, IHCC-
WAAF sent a team of interns and staff to Dua Yeden, a community near 
Nsawam in the Eastern Region of Ghana, to facilitate an educational ses-

sion on health and HIV/AIDS, as well as to provide HIV testing, TB screen-
ing and basic medical wellness examinations.  Our partner organization, 
the Osei Kusi Foundation, also donated assorted items and medicines to 

the members of the community.  

What’s up with WAAF & IHCC? 

IHCC-WAAF Celebrate World TB Day, 2018  

Dr. Naa Announces Research Initiative after 20 Years of Service 

Having been at the forefront in service delivery of HIV, TB and other medical care for al-
most two decades in Ghana, WAAF and IHCC are finally moving into the area of research. 

The two organizations want to not only continue to provide services, but also address the 
underlying causes that contribute to the depth, scale and spread of the diseases which Dr. 
Naa believes can only be done through the establishment of intensive research initiatives. 

After collaborating with some past interns who are now “big shots” at institutions like the 
London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine, it looks like IHCC & WAAF are on track 
to conduct data analysis and research studies to help stop the spread of HIV/AIDs and TB 

in West Africa. On 19th March, Dr. Caroline Kingori from the College of Health Sciences 
and Professions at the University of Ohio visited the two organizations to further the collab-
oration that will result in projects, initiatives and capacity building which will make a lasting 

impact on the lives of those the organizations continue to serve.  

Jana Sachwitz, former intern and medical student at WAAF-IHCC, was fascinated as to how 
IHCC continues to diagnose, treat and manage clients without having access to something 
she considered should be readily available for a clinic like ours: an ultrasound. She wit-
nessed one time how Dr. Naa struggled to get a woman who had reported with severe 
bleeding to be seen elsewhere for an ultrasound so the diagnosis could be confirmed, and 
not realizing how these experiences had impacted Jana, IHCC could have never imagined 
that she would go back to Germany, fundraise and buy ultrasound equipment for the organi-
zation—but that was exactly what she did. Apart from purchasing the equipment, she also 
ensured she had the funds to ship it, and thanks to some very kind friends of the Naa family 
who are in the shipping business (Truck 360 Service and Trading Ltd), the equipment made 
its way down to IHCC at no cost to the organizations. These kind people from the shipping 
company paid for all incidentals and so the funds raised by Jana for shipment is now being 
used for trainings of staff in sonography. IHCC is so delighted and thankful for Jana and the 
Truck 360 Service and Trading Ltd. for their immense generosity. This added diagnostic at 
IHCC will surely enhance the quality of care they provide.  

IHCC Receives Ultrasound Machine from Inspired Intern  

NDS H 

Educating the public through awareness campaigns coupled with one-on-one knowledge 
sharing has proven to be an effective tool for preventing the spread of HIV and for fighting 
stigma. WAAF- IHCC in partnership with OKF, You and Ghana, Agbogba Community 
Health Committee etc. continue to provide health education and health services for vul-
nerable and marginalized groups in Ghana. In this regard, the OKF has recognized the 
immense public health service being provided by WAAF-IHCC by presenting them with a 
national award for patriotism in healthcare delivery, which was received by Dr. Naa Ashi-
ley Vanderpuye Donton, CEO and Medical Director of WAAF-IHCC.  

WAAF-IHCC Receives National Award from Osei Kusi Foundation (OKF) 



 
As of 2016 there are 290,000 reported 
individuals living with HIV in Ghana 
alone.  
 
Less than 35% of those infected with 
HIV are taking ART medications.  
 
An estimated 55% Ghanaians who are 
infected with HIV are unaware of their 
status. 
 
In Ghana, only about 20% of young 
adults aged 15-24 are knowledgeable 
about  how to prevent the spread of 
HIV/AIDS. 
 
Information obtained from UNAIDS 
Ghana 

Did you know... 

Current Projects 
 
Star Ghana Anti-Corruption Project 
WAAF-IHCC is undertaking the innova-
tive alliances component of this  project 
together with and its strategic partners 
namely  Hope for Future Generations 
Ghana and SocioServe Ghana.  This 
component, based on learning from anti
-corruption work in Ghana, will seek to 
incentivize innovative collaboration 
amongst CSOs and between CSOs and 
other stakeholders to enhance the ef-
fectiveness of anti-corruption actions. 
 
USAID Strengthening the Care  
Continuum Project:  
This project seeks to reach out to IHCC 
& WAAF’s key population and provide 
them with sexual and reproductive 
health education, HIV testing, clinical 
and counseling services, and retention 
strategies to ensure clients who have 
HIV maintain viral suppression.  
 
Healthy Mother Equals Healthy Baby: 
This project is aimed to provide poor, 
HIV-positive females with access to 
clean and healthy food while also 
providing health education and regular 
health screening.  
 
Orphans and Vulnerable Children: 
This project aims at ensuring HIV-
vulnerable children are not left behind 
due to stigma and poverty, while provid-
ing them with proper education and 
health care.  
 
Education Outreaches to Vulnerable 
Communities/Groups: 
This project’s mission is to ensure that 
the general population (with a focus on 
the youth, young girls, women of 
childbearing age, the poor, and individu-
als with  disabilities) have access to 
health education as well as regular 
health screening. 
 
 

 EVENTS 
Haatso Yam Market Educational Outreach: 6th April 2018 
WAAF-IHCC in partnership with You and Ghana will be conducting educational out-
reach sessions on safe motherhood at the Haatso Yam Market.  
 
Ashesi University: 20th April 2018 
Health Screening—HIV & TB testing as well as regular health check ups at Ashesi 
University.  
 
Dome Market: 20th April 2018 
Medical and educational outreach on safe motherhood in collaboration with You and 
Ghana at Dome Market.  
 
Agbogba Health Committee: 21st April 2018 
Health Screening—HIV & TB, and Hep B testing as well as regular health check ups 
in collaboration with the Agbogba Health Committee and the Ga East Municipal As-
sembly. 
 
EANNASO Conference: 23rd-27th April 2018 
Eastern Africa National Networks of AIDS Service Organizations Conference-The 
conference is in collaboration with Non State Actors on Health– Ghana of which 
WAAF-IHCC is a founding member. EANNASO is a regional network comprising of 
national networks of AIDS Service Organizations (ASOs). EANNASO's mandate is to 
facilitate coordination, effective joint advocacy, networking and information sharing 
among its member networks in Eastern Africa. 

 
 

Agape Academy Outreach: 4th May 2018 
WAAF-IHCC will be conducting an educational outreach at the Agape Academy on 
HIV/AIDS detection and prevention.   
 
NHARCON 2018: 8th-11th May 2018 
The National HIV & AIDS Research Conference (NHARCON) is organized by the 
Ghana AIDS Commission and is expected to serve as a platform to share ideas in 
support of the implementation of the current National HIV & AIDS Strategic Plan 
(NSP) 2016-2020. It also forms part of GAC’s mandate to disseminate and share 
HIV and AIDS strategic information with the scientific community, academia, policy 
makers, program managers, stakeholders and partners in the implementation of the 
National Response This will be held in Accra, Ghana, and WAAF-IHCC will be pre-
senting their latest research as well as participating in the conference exhibition.  

 
 

Models of Hope, Qualitative Case Study Evaluation 
Conducted by WAAF, the MOH Case study explores the specific challenges regard-
ing adherence to medications, and the wellbeing of PLHIV (both Models and clients), 

NEW STAFF 
Holly Walton  

Monitoring and Evaluation & Quality Assurance Manager 

Holly joins WAAF and IHCC with an extensive range of experi-

ence within the international development sector. Her areas of 

focus are capacity building and community empowerment.  

Edward Ayabilah 

WAAF Brong Ahafo Regional Office Coordinator 

Edward joins WAAF - IHCC as a public health professional and 

educationist with five years experience in public health practice 

with special focus on HIV and TB.  

Barbara Owusu 

Communications and Learning Manager 

Barbara joins WAAF-IHCC with over ten years of experience in 

public relations, media monitoring, and publications. Her area of 

focus is in integrated marketing communications campaigns.  

RECENT EVENTS: 

UPCOMING EVENTS: 

LATEST PUBLICATIONS: 



Donation  

Information 

While the West Africa Aids Foun-

dation has made serious pro-

gress in the last two decades in 

the fight against HIV/AIDS, Tu-

berculosis, and other infectious 

diseases, the organization is ever 

growing and the fight is far from 

over. WAAF-IHCC and the 1200+ 

clients that the organizations 

serve are in need of your help to 

stop the spread of disease in 

West Africa.  

In order to sustain the treatment 

and services provided to all of 

their clients, and  to intensify its 

outreach and screening programs 

on Hypertension, Sexually Trans-

mitted Infections (STI’s), Malaria 

and Hepatitis B infections, WAAF

-IHCC rely on the donations of 

development and implementing 

partners, private donors, and 

funding from outside organiza-

tions including USAID and The 

Global Fund. WAAF-IHCC are 

extraordinarily grateful for the 

financial support, both in-kind and 

in capacity building it receives 

from its donors and partners .  

If you would like to make a finan-

cial donation or an in-kind dona-

tion of any kind,  please feel free 

to contact us with any questions 

or concerns.  

 
Phone:  
+233 5011 879 94   
+233 2622 624 47 
 
Email:  
 
info@waafweb.org 
           
barbara_owusu@waafweb.org 
 
naa_ashiley@waafweb.org 

 
Viral Load Machine 

Estimated cost: $18,000 
Currently, IHCC & WAAF have to check the viral load suppression rate of all clients who 
have been on ART medication for at least 6 months by sending blood samples to one of 
the nine locations throughout Ghana that have viral load machines. However, due to an 

overload of samples, it takes between 3-6 months for the results to be  sent back to WAAF-
IHCC, results that should only take one week! During this interim period, clients start to 
lose trust in the treatment site, which can often lead to the clients defaulting from their 

treatment. Results are needed in a timely manner in order to motivate clients to keep taking 
their medicines.  

Trailer 
Estimated Cost: $15,000 

IHCC & WAAF are looking for a trailer that they can convert into a mobile clinic. This new 
clinic will be an upgrade to the mobile clinic they currently operate, that is only equipped for 

education and some rapid testing. With access to examination beds and with space for 
more medical supplies, this new trailer will enable us to provide necessary treatment to 

clients in the mobile clinic as we visit them in their own communities.  

 

Solar Panels 
Estimated cost: $15,000 

IHCC & WAAF are in need of solar panels with batteries to enhance power supply which is 
necessary for the storage facilities of medical commodities. The current power supply often 
fluctuates and is not entirely reliable for the functions of the organizations. In order to pro-
vide the best possible care for our clients and to ensure a sustainable business practice, 

the addition of a solar panel power source is essential to IHCC & WAAF.  

 

Cryotherapy Equipment 
Estimated cost: $2,500 

IHCC & WAAF are looking into acquiring cryotherapy equipment which will enable the or-

ganizations to enhance their quality of care, especially for their key population. The equip-

ment is used to treat benign and malignant tissues damage and lesions, and will allow the 

organizations to take a more preventative approach to stopping the spread of multiple STI’s 

and will strongly aid in the fight against disease in West Africa.  

 

Incinerator 
Estimated cost: $2,400  

In order to both enhance the quality of medical care on campus and reduce costs of trans-
porting waste off campus, IHCC & WAAF are in need of an incinerator to be installed in the 

back of the clinic in order to enhance our methods of medical waste management.  

WISH LIST 2018 

Thank you for your support! 

Interested in Becoming an Intern or a 
Volunteer? 

Seeking Research Assistants 

WAAF and IHCC are seeking qualified and experienced 

medical students and/or professionals to help with newly 

constructed research initiatives in Accra. 

If interested, please mention your interest and send your 

resume to Dr. Naa at: naa_ashiley@waafweb.org   

IHCC-WAAF is always looking for more helping hands. No 

matter your background, skills, or country of origin, the organi-

zations have work that needs to be done that is essential to the 

success of the clients, and can help build your resume, too!  

If interested, please email Barbara Owusu  with your skills and 

interests at: barbara_owusu@waafweb.org 



Thanks for reading! Stay tuned for the next newsletter in July, 2018. In the meantime, check us out on the web and on social media.    

Telephone:  

+233 302 541 220  

Or +233 243 362 447  

@WAAFoundation 

plus.google.com/+WESTAFRICAAIDSFOUNDATION 

www.youtube.com/channel/UC5kk4WwDyaoowqlsxmVBF0w 

@WAAFGhana 

Email: 

info@waafweb.org 

www.waafweb.org 

IHCC & WAAF Welcome New Interns 
Alexandra Aldridge 
Sonoma State  
University, California 

Makayla Enchill 
University of Iowa 

Emily Koons 
Grand Valley  
State University, 
Michigan 

Laura Helbling 
University of Maryland,  
College Park 

Emma Moore 
Eastern Kentucky  
University 
 

Gerry Moss 
University of 
Nevada, Reno 
 

Jane Phan  
University of  
California, Berkley 
 

IHCC-WAAF Headquarters 

Location:  

Haatso Ecomog Rd. Plot 650.  

Haatso, Accra-Ghana  

after Haatso Total Filling and  

Adjacent to Benab Oil  

109/No 1 Bekwai Rd 
near Mexico Hotel,  
Takoradi 

Western Region Branch 

Telephone: 
+233 312 020 009 
+233 24 935 4576 
+233 20 392 8883 

Bolga Rd after District 
Assembly barrier, 
Savelugu 

Northern Region Branch 

Telephone: 
+233 26 075 1066 
+233 20 174 5326 

Behind the Chief’s 
palace, Abesim 
 

Brong-Ahafo Region 

Telephone:  
+233 24 116 9696 

PHOTO GALLERY 

Our interns this quarter are all studying at the University of Ghana, Legon, and have 

been helping us with various projects and outreaches throughout their semester. 


